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Asoka, we have the most satisfactory proofs of the Indian
occupation of the Kabul valley in the third and fourth centuries
before Christ*   The completeness of this occupation is well
shown by the use of the Indian language on the coins of the
Bactrian Greeks and Indo-Scythians, down to A. D. 100, or
perhaps even later; and although it is lost for the next two or
three centuries, it again makes its appearance on the coins of
the Abtdites, or White Huns,   of the sixth century.   In the
following century, as we learn from the Chinese pilgrim, the
king of Kapisa was a Kshatriya, or pure Hindu.   During the
whole of the tenth century the Kabul valley was held by a
dynasty of Brahmans, whose power was not finally extinguished
until towards the close of the reign of Mahmnd Ghaznavi.
Down to this time, therefore, it would appear that a great
part of the population of eastern Afghanistan, including the
whole of the Kabul valley, must have been of Indian descent,
while the religion was pure Buddhism.   During the rule of the
Ghaznavis, whose late conversion to Muhammadanism had
only added bigotry to their native .ferocity, the persecution of
idol-loving Buddhists was a pleasure as well as a duty.   The
idolaters were soon driven out, and with them the Indian
element, which had subsisted for so many centuries in Eastern
Ariana, finally disappeared.

NORTHERN INDIA.

I   KAOFU, OR AFGHANISTAN,

For several centuries, both before and after the Christian
era, the provinces of Northern India beyond the Indus in which
the Indian language and religion were predominant, included
the whole of Afghanistan ftom Bamian and Kandahar on the
west to the Bholan Pass on the south. This large tract was
then divided into ten1 separate states or districts, of which
Kapisa was the chief. The tributary states were Kabul and
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